***Background.*** Annual influenza vaccine coverage for young adults (including college students) remains low, despite a 2010 recommendation for annual immunization of all people 6 months and older. College students are at high risk for influenza morbidity given close living and social spaces and extended travel during semester breaks when influenza circulation typically increases. We sought to evaluate influenza vaccine uptake following an on-campus vaccine campaign (using on-campus informational tables to direct students to the University Health Center for vaccination) at a large, public New York State university.

***Methods.*** Consecutive students presenting at the University Health Center were recruited for a self-administered, anonymous, written survey. Students were asked about recent influenza vaccination, barriers to influenza vaccination, and willingness to get vaccinated to prevent the spread of influenza to vulnerable individuals around them. Frequencies and proportions were evaluated.

***Results.*** Of 653 students approached, 600 completed surveys (92% response rate); respondents were primarily female (61%) and non-Hispanic white (59%). Influenza vaccine coverage was low (28%). Compared to coverage among non-Hispanic white students (30%), coverage was similar among Hispanic (30%) and other race/ethnicity students (28%) and lowest among non-Hispanic black students (17%). The most commonly selected vaccination barriers were "Too lazy to get the vaccine" (32% of unvaccinated) and "Don\'t need the vaccine because I\'m healthy" (29%); cost was cited as a barrier by 6% of unvaccinated students. After being informed that vaccinating healthy people can protect other vulnerable individuals (e.g., infants, elderly), 77% of unvaccinated students indicate this would increase their willingness to get vaccinated.

***Conclusion.*** Influenza vaccine coverage among college students is very low. While making vaccine easily obtained may increase vaccine uptake, college students need to be motivated to get vaccinated. Students may not perceive a need for influenza vaccine, as they are typically healthy; education about vaccinating healthy individuals to prevent the spread of influenza to other vulnerable individuals may provide this motivation to get vaccinated.
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